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BULLETIN OF THE ART INSTITUTE OF CHICAGO 



Mr. Parker's Medal — The news 
has just come from abroad that Mr. 
Lawton Parker, long a student and later 
a teacher in the Art Institute, has received 
an unusually high honor — a Gold Medal 
of the Salon of 1912, Societe des Artistes 
Francais. The painting exhibited by Mr. 
Parker was a nude female figure entitled 
"Paresse. " 

Ernest Sicard— Mr. Ernest Sicard, 
for a long time a teacher of French in 
the Art Institute, died May 8 at his home, 
5426 Lexington Avenue. He was about 
60 years old, a man of excellent scholar- 
ship, endeared to a large circle of pupils 
and friends by gentle and unselfish qual- 
ities. He leaves a wife and three children. 

Restoration of Paintings — Mr. H. 
A. Hammond Smith of New York, who 
has the highest reputation in his specialty, 
has been engaged to make such restora- 
tions and repairs of the paintings in the 
collection of the Art Institute as may be 
necessary. He is now occupied with 
this work. In general the collection is 
in excellent condition. 

Changes in Installation — A very 
important change in installation is con- 
templated, and probably will be effected 
this summer. This is the removal of 
the whole collection of textiles and other 
objects of decorative art, chiefly included 
in the Antiquarian collection, from its 
present position on the second floor to 



the rooms north of the center on the 
first floor, Galleries 10, 11 and 12. The 
casts of sculpture now in these rooms, of 
the Renaissance and modern periods, 
will be distributed in other galleries or 
stored for a time. This will release the 
skylighted galleries and the corridors of 
the second floor, Rooms 43, 45, 46, 47, 
47a, 49 and 54, for use as picture gal- 
leries, and the whole second floor will be 
occupied by pictures, excepting only the 
smaller Nickerson Room, Gallery 41, 
containing oriental pottery and bronzes. 
It will unify the classification, bringing 
the decorative arts, the textiles, pottery, 
and musical instruments together, in close 
relation with the antique collections of 
similar character. The Antiquarian col- 
lection will be dignified and benefitted 
by greater space and side lighting. 

Museum Instruction — Mrs. Herman 
J. Hall, who entered upon the duties of 
Museum Instructor on January 1, has 
given her whole time to the interpreta- 
tion of the collections to visitors. The 
work has proved valuable and successful. 
Mrs. Hall reports that during her five 
months of service she has given instruc- 
tion in the collections to 9 schools, 25 
clubs and 22 organized groups, compris- 
ing 3,198 individuals; and to many spon- 
taneous groups in the galleries compris- 
ing approximately 6,450 individuals; a 
total of 9,632. She has also prepared 
courses of study on sculpture and other 
subjects for women's clubs. 



THE SCHOOL 



ANNUAL EXHIBITION— The 
annual exhibition of the Art School 
opened June 20 and occupies the 
south galleries and the third floor 
corridors. The range, the excellence 
and the importance of the work are very 
impressive. It is not the brilliancy of a 
few prize students, but the educated 
ability of many that gives character to the 
exhibition. The penetrating portraits 



from life, sometimes grouped, the nude 
studies, the color compositions, the beau- 
tiful still-life are selected from the work 
of over 450 life students, and cannot 
easily be surpassed by any art school. 
Much the same may be said of the other 
departments, of illustration, decoration, 
and normal training. If the exhibition 
throughout shows improvement over that 
of last year, this was to be expected, since 
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many of the students represented in the 
exhibition are the same who contributed 
the most important work last year. 

The work of the advanced figure paint- 
ing classes conducted by Mr. Clarkson 
and Mr. Walcott, give evidence of greater 
consideration of the pictorial element in 
the planning of the poses. The class in 
mural painting under Mr. Norton exhi- 
bits two decorations with a number of 
compositions and working studies. The 
decorations were commissioned for the 
assembly hall of the Langland Public 
School. Members of the class are com- 
pleting a series of three panels for the 
Bessemer Park House, and one for the 
John Smyth School. The classes of 
about 30 instructors are represented. 
The whole exhibition demonstrates that 
in an art school, as in a university, effi- 
ciency is rather promoted than impaired 
by great numbers of students. 

Prizes — In addition to honors for gen- 
eral excellence and for special merit in 
the various departments of the School, 
the following prizes were awarded at the 
end of the school year: 

The John Quincy Adams Foreign 
Traveling Scholarship of $425 to Ed- 
ward A. Vysekal, Chicago. 

The American Traveling Scholarship 
of $125 to Henry A. Sutter, Salisbury, 
Mo. 

The Frederick Magnus Brand Memo- 
rial Prizes for Composition, five awards 
of $50, $25, $15, $5, $5, to Anita Park- 
hurst, Chicago; Joseph Varak, Chicago; 
Clayton J. Knight, Rochester, N. Y. ; 
Mildred Warner, Chicago; Maude Bar- 
ber, Grand Rapids, Mich. 

Prizes in decorative design : third year 
prize of $30 to Edna J. Decker, Chicago; 
second year prize, tuition for one term, 
to Arthur Lyon, Omaha, Neb. ; first 
year prize, tuition for one term, to Louise 
K. Dittmar, Chicago. 

The Home Traveling Scholarship of 
$250 in architecture, offered by the Art 
Institute, was awarded in April, 1913, to 
Jacob Bischof, of Chicago, of the class 
of 1913, for a design for a Cathedral; 



and William Lautz, of the class of 1913, 
and Murray Hetherington, of the class 
of 1914, were awarded medals for excel- 
lence in design in the same competition. 
The Charles Lawrence Hutchinson 
Medal in Architecture was awarded to 
Ralph M. Crow of Chicago, for general 
excellence during the four-year course. 

Woman's Club Scholarship — The 
examination for the Woman's Club 
Scholarship, which gives free tuition for 
one year in the Art Institute, to a young 
woman graduating from the Chicago 
High Schools, was held June 14, and re- 
sulted in the success of Miss Katherine 
Foster of the Calumet High School, with 
Miss Margaret Caldwell of the Lake View 
High School as an alternate. Twenty- 
three girls competed. The jury of awards 
consisted of Miss Lacey, Miss Vander- 
poel and Mr. Keane. 

Vanderpoel Scholarship — The 
John H. Vanderpoel Scholarship, estab- 
lished by the Art Students' League in 
commemoration of Mr. John H. Van- 
derpoel, has been awarded to Edward 
Vysekal. 

Wellington J. Reynolds — Mr. Wel- 
lington J. Reynolds has been appointed 
instructor to succeed Mr. Boutwood, 
who is away on a year's leave of ab- 
sence. Mr. Reynolds will teach classes 
in figure painting, and also drawing and 
painting in the evening school. He was 
one of the early students of the Art In- 
stitute and took a prize for Antique and 
Still Life in 1887. 

Instructors Abroad — Mr. Bout- 
wood is about to go abroad for a year, 
and Mr. Schook for the summer. Mr. 
Rebori, of the School of Architecture, 
who was married late in May, has also 
gone abroad for the summer. Miss Coe 
and Mr. Oswald are still in Europe, but 
they may return in the autumn. 

Vanderpoel School — The new pub- 
lic school building at Longwood, 95th 
Street and Prospect Avenue, has been 
named by the Board of Education "the 
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John H. Vanderpoel School," in honor 
of our lamented teacher and artist who 
died two years ago. A dedicatory meet- 
ing was held at the school on Friday 
evening, June 13, at which short ad- 
dresses were made by Mr. Ralph Clark- 
son, Mr. John Campbell, Mrs. Pauline 
Palmer, Rev. Jenkin Lloyd Jones, Mr. 
W. M. R. French and others. 

School Catalogue — The annual 
school catalogue, containing full descrip- 
tions of the various departments and 
abundantly illustrated, has been issued, 
and will be sent to any one upon appli- 
cation. Address Theodore J. Keane, 
School Registrar, Art Institute, Chicago. 

THE CLASS OF 1892 

The first printed school catalogue of 
the Art Institute was issued in 1892. 

Previous to that time only circulars and 
announcements had been used. At that 
time, 21 years ago, it appears that in the 
department of drawing, painting and 
sculpture in the day school there were 
442 students, of whom 73 were men, 
369 women. Last year, 1912-13, there 
were 822, of whom 331 were men, 491 
women. The school, therefore, has in- 
creased about two-fold, while the change 
in the proportion of men and women is 
very remarkable. Twenty years ago the 
women were more than six to one; now 
they are less than three to two. In the 
Life Class of 1891-92, which corre- 
sponds in a manner to the graduating 
class of a college, there were 71 mem- 
bers — 16 men and 55 women. 

Question is often raised as to the use 
our students make of their professional 
education, and it is reassuring to find in 
this one class the following persons, many 
of them widely known in art circles: 

Professional Painters : John C. Jo- 
hansen, Martha S. Baker (deceased), 
Karl A. Buehr, Mrs. E. S. Cameron, 
Miss Cora Freer, Mrs. Elizabeth Krysher 
Peyraud, Fred D. Marsh, Mrs. Bertha 
Menzler Peyton, Richard Schober (de- 
ceased), Mrs. Van D. Shaw, Josephine 
D. Parke, Mrs. Ada Walter Shulz. 



Sculptors : Mrs. Carol Brooks Mac- 
Neil, William LaFavor, Jean Miner, 
Bessie Potter Vonnoh, Janet Scudder, 
Enid Yandell. 

Illustrators: Orson B. Lowell, 
Fred C. Ransom, William D. Stevens. 

Teachers of Art: Jeannette Buck- 
ley, Lillian S. Cushman, Nellie H. Gere, 
Alice Hall, Sara S. Hayden, Rebecca 
Jamieson, Matilda Vanderpoel, Edward 
W. Hoehn. Several of these teachers 
hold high positions : Miss Buckley, Prin- 
cipal of the Normal School of the Art 
Institute; Miss Cushman, Instructor in 
Modeling in the School of Education of 
the University of Chicago; Miss Hay- 
den, Head of the Art Department of 
the University of Nebraska; Miss Van- 
derpoel, teacher of academic drawing in 
the Art Institute ; Miss Gere, Supervisor 
of Drawing in the public schools of Los 
Angeles. Jessie M. Hawley became 
Mrs. Orson B. Lowell, Alice Randall 
became Mrs. William D. Stevens, and 
Ethel Campbell became Mrs. Charles W. 
Hawthorne. 

About 30 of the 71 are known to be 
professionally engaged in art pursuits, and 
no doubt there are others unknown to 
us. It may be doubted whether any 
professional school, of any class, could 
show a better record after 20 years. 

This was no doubt an unusually strong 
class, but the class of 1901-02, ten years 
later, shows the following names of per- 
sons who have at least begun to distin- 
guish themselves as artists or educators: 
Margaret Baker, Waldo Bowser, Ethel 
L. Coe, Mrs. Eleanor R. Colburn, 
Arthur S. Covey, Hope Dunlap, Harry 
E. Gates, William Harper (deceased), 
Ralph Holmes, Albert H. Krehbiel, 
Emma F. McCally (deceased), Kath- 
erine Merrill, Mrs. Lou Wall Moore, 
John W. Norton, Mabel Packard, Allen 
E. Philbrick, Lena Qualley, Delle E. 
Randall, Edmund B. Rolfe, Geneve Sar- 
geant, F. DeForrest Schook, Belle Sil- 
veira, Porter V. Skinner, Edward J. Tim- 
mons, Harry E. Townsend, Sherry E. 
Fry, Evelyn B. Longman, Nellie V. 
Walker. 
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